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771 April 29, 1904 

Inspection of Corpus Christ/.. 

Corpus Christi, Tex., April 21, 1904. 

Sir: I have the honor to report that I reached here night before 
last, and on yesterday morning I called on the health authorities and 
Doctor Spohn, the representative of the Service stationed at this place, 
and from them I learn that there is nothing of a suspicious nature in 
this city. I had intended leaving here this morning, but late yes- 
terday afternoon 1 was requested to remain over to-day to meet the 
city authorities, and to advise them as to what was best io do in a san- 
itary way. I did so, and this morning I met with them, and suggested 
the proper procedures relative to the destruction of the mosquito and 
the prevention of its propagation. 

The city is in a fair sanitary condition for one that has given little 
attention to health measures. There is no water standing in gutters 
or pools, for the reason that it is now the dry season, but as soon as 
it rains it is reasonable to suppose that there will be plenty of places 
for the use of oil. In the Mexican section of the city are found hun- 
dreds of water barrels, which are ideal places for mosquito propa- 
gation. Here I advise the use of the oil, screen, and faucet. At the 
rear of nearly every Mexican hut is a hole about 4 or 5 feet deep and 
about 8 feet in diameter, uncovered, that is used to catch water during 
the rainy season, which is used for drinking and all domestic purposes. 
These offer ideal breeding places for mosquitoes. I, of course, advised 
the filling in of all of these holes. I learn that there is railroad work 
going on south of here, where some hundreds of men are employed, 
and that much of the labor comes across the country from Mexico, I 
am told from the neighborhood of Linares and Victoria, possibly. If 
such is the case, I would suggest the possibility of infection creeping 
in that way. This is the road that taps the Texas-Mexican about 16 
miles south of here and is heading for Brownsville. 
Respectfully, 

John H. Purnell, 
Acting Assistant Surgeon. 

Surgeon-General, Washington. 

Gregory, Tex., April 22, 1904. 
Left Corpus Christi this morning, 6.45; Rockport destination; reach 
12.45. 

Purnell. 

Rockport, Tex., April 24, 1904- 
Leave 6.25 for Kenely, thence to Beeville to-night. 

Purnell. 

Beeville, Tex., April 25, 1904. 
Leave here 9.30 for Floresville. 

Purnell. 
Assistant Surgeon Richardson telegraphs the following reports of 
daily inspection at Laredo: 

April 20, 1904. 
Inspected to-day 1,491 premises and treated 650 water containers. 
Four sick investigated. 
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April 21, 1904. 
Inspected to-day 1,484 premises and treated 479 water containers. 
Fifteen sick investigated. 

April 22, 1904. 
Inspected to-day 1,525 premises and treated 563 water containers. 
Four sick investigated. 

April 23, 1904. 
Inspected to-day 1,491 premises and treated 444 water containers. 
Four sick investigated. 

April 24, 1904. 
Inspected to-day 1,393 premises and treated 460 water containers. 
Two sick investigated. 

April 25, 1904. 
During week ended April 23 fumigated 9 ranches, containing 18 
rooms, and in Laredo 26 houses, containing 51 rooms. Inspected 
to-day 1,412 premises and treated 573 water containers. 

MOSQUITO CIRCULAR. 

The following circular has been prepared and printed (both in Eng- 
lish and Spanish) under the direction of Passed Asst. Surg. T. F. 
Richardson, at Laredo, Tex., for distribution in localities and along the 
lines of railroad where special measures are being taken to prevent 
the recurrence of the invasion of yellow fever. 

[Circular.] 
Rules for mosquito destruction. 

YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE MOSQUITOES IN YOUR HOUSES AND DOORYARD. 

1. Mosquitoes breed only in water; usually fresh, standing water 
in artificial places. 

2. Mosquitoes occur in the vicinity in which they breed. Invasions 
from long distance are exceptional. 

3. The young mosquito, or "wiggler," lives in water at least seven 
or twelve days. 

4. Although the wigglers live' in water, they must come frequently 
to the surface to breathe. 

5. Coal oil on the surface of the water prevents the wigglers from 
breathing. 

6. Destroy the breeding places and you will destroy the mosquitoes. 

7. Empty the water from all tubs, buckets, cans, flower pots, vases, 
once every forty-eight hours. 

8. Fill or drain all pools, ditches, and various excavations, as post- 
holes left unfilled, etc. 

9. Change regularly every day all water needed in chicken coops, 
kennels, etc. 

10. Treat with coal oil all standing water which can not be screened 
or drained (1 ounce of oil will cover 15 square feet of surface). The 
oil does not affect the water for use if the water is drawn from below. 

11. Put fine wire netting over cisterns, wells, and tanks of water in 
everyday use. 

12. Places in which it is undesirable to place oil, such as watering 



